
“SIFT” THROUGH YOUR SUMMER READING 

Pre-AP English I Assignment 

 

For the 9
th
 Grade Pre-AP GT English I Summer Reading Assignment, there are five short stories 

that you are to read, mark the text, and use the AP strategy SIFT to analyze for literary elements.  

These short stories are: 

To Build a Fire by Jack London 

Hidden Assets by Ginny Swart 

An Indian Odyssey by David Iglehart 

Shooting an Elephant by George Orwell 

A Handful of Dates by Tayeb Saleh 

 

SIFT is an AP strategy designed to help a reader explore how a writer uses literary elements and 

stylistic techniques to convey meaning and/or theme.   

  

SIFT stands for: 

S – symbol – examine the title and text for symbolism (a symbol is any object, person, place, or 

action that has both a meaning in itself and that stands for something larger than itself, such as a 

quality, attitude, belief, or value – example: a dove in a story isn’t just a bird, it often symbolizes 

peace) 

 

I – images – identify images and sensory details (how does something look, feel, taste, smell, 

sound?  Why is this important?) 

 

F – figures of speech – analyze figurative language and other devices (examples: simile, 

metaphor, personification, hyperbole, apostrophe, oxymoron, paradox, pun, etc.) 

 

T – tone AND theme – discuss how all devices reveal tone and theme (tone – writer’s/speaker’s 

attitude toward a subject, character, or audience; conveyed through author’s diction and details – 

theme – central message of a literary work; usually expressed as a statement.  Ex: Power is hard 

to control.) 

 

Your assignment:   

 

SIFT through the summer reading short stories.   As you read, create a graphic organizer to 

display your information for each story.  Use the attached Figurative Language Chart as a guide 

for identifying and using figurative language. 

1. Find as many examples as you can for symbol, images, and figures of speech (every story 

will be different). 

 

2.  Identify one central theme of each story; identify the tone of each story. 

 

3.  Does the tone change as the story progresses?  If so, make a note of this. 

We will use these notes for a timed writing essay on Monday of the second week of school.  

Be prepared!  



Figurative Language  

Hip-hop music and poetry are full of figurative language. Here is a guide for identifying and 

using figurative language.  

Simile (SIH-muh-lee): a comparison between two or more things using the words like or 
as. Example: "I move fast like a cheetah on the Serengeti." 
 
Metaphor (MET-uh-for): a comparison between two or more things that doesn't use the 

words like or as. Example: "You are an ant, while I'm the lion." 
 
Alliteration (uh-LIT-er-AY-shuhn): a phrase with a string of words all beginning with the 
same sound. Example: "Five freaky females finding sales at retail."  
 
Hyperbole (hie-PER-buh-lee): an exaggeration. Example: "I fought a million rappers in 

an afternoon in June." 
 
Personification, (per-son-if-ih-KAY-shon): giving an animal or object human-like 
characteristics. Example: "Alright, the sky misses the sun at night." 
 
Paradox (PARE-uh-docks): a statement that seems untrue, that seems to contradict itself. 
Example: "The poorest man is the richest, and the rich are poor." 
 
Symbol (SIM-bull): something that stands for something else (often something more 
abstract). Example: In Tupac Shakur's song, "Me and My Girlfriend," the "girlfriend" 
referenced is actually his gun. 
 
Assonance (ASS-uh-nince): the repetition of vowel sounds to create internal rhyme. 
Example: "Hear the mellow wedding bells." - Edgar Allen Poe"  

Onomatopoeia (ON-uh-maht-uh-PEE-uh): a word that imitates the sound it is describing. 
Example: "Out of reach, I pull out with a screech." 
 
Imagery (IM-aj-ree): a very general term that encompasses nearly any description of 

something that conjures an image, sound, taste, smell or feeling to mind. In other words, a 
literal or concrete representation of a sensory experience or of an object that can be known 
by one or more senses. Example: "Of restless nights in one-night cheap hotels / And 
sawdust restaurants with oyster-shells" - T.S. Eliot  

Metonymy (met-TON-im-ee): a figure of speech that replaces the literal thing with a more 
vivid, but closely related thing or idea. Example: Instead of saying "give me your 
attention," you could say "give me your ear."  

Understatement (UHN-der-stayt-ment): the opposite of hyperbole, an understatement 
makes something that is a big deal seem not very important. It's often used for humor. 
Example: "The boat had been ripped apart by the storm and now a dozen hungry 

sharks began circling the captain. ‘This isn't great,' he told his wife."  

 

 
 



Dear Student and Parent or Guardian, 

 
Your freshman has enrolled in one or more Pre-AP English I or Pre-AP World Geography classes for the 

2011-2012 school year.  In keeping with the increased rigor required in these classes, each requires a 

summer reading / writing assignment.  These assignments will serve as major grades in each Pre-AP class 

and are not an option.  All of the materials that are required for the summer reading / writing assignments 
are available through the website of your student’s campus and through the MISD website.  Should a hard 

copy be required, you may request one in person at your student’s freshman campus through the month of 

June.  Or, you may contact Mrs. Susan Zachary at 689-1014.  Please encourage your student to put his / 
her best effort into both understanding the readings and fully completing all parts of the assignments.  

Please remember that a student enrolled in both Pre-AP English and Pre-AP World Geography is 

expected to complete the assignments for both courses.  Below you will find checklists of materials 
needed and assignments to complete for each course.  We thank you for your involvement as we work 

together to take our students to the next academic level. 

 

The readings:  (on the MISD campus website) 
To Build a Fire by Jack London 

Hidden Assets by Ginny Swart 

An Indian Odyssey by David Iglehart 

Shooting an Elephant by George Orwell 

A Handful of Dates by Tayeb Saleh 

 

Printing Checklist: 

Pre-AP English Printing Checklist 
_____  Print the Pre-AP World Geography / Pre-AP English Summer Readings 

 (This set includes five short stories.  If taking both classes you will only need one set of readings.) 

_____  Print the Pre-AP English Background Material 

_____  Print the Pre-AP English Summer Reading Assignment 
 

Pre-AP World Geography Printing Checklist 

_____  Print the Pre-AP World Geography / Pre-AP English Summer Readings 
(This set includes five short stories.  If taking both classes you will only need one set of readings.) 

_____  Print the Pre-AP World Geography Background Material 

_____  Print the Pre-AP World Geography Summer Reading Assignment 
 

Assignment: 

Pre-AP English Assignment Checklist 

_____  Familiarize yourself with the English Background Material 
_____  Read all five short stories and use the SIFT strategies 

_____  For each story create a graphic organizer 

_____  Have your graphic organizers ready for an in-class essay on Monday of the 2
nd

 week of school 
 

Pre-AP World Geography Assignment Checklist 

_____  Familiarize yourself with the World Geography Background Material 

_____  Read all five short stories and complete the vocabulary development portion of the assignment 
_____  Review the essay prompts for each story and determine which two stories and prompts you feel  

most comfortable with.  Read the two stories and complete the appropriate essay assignments.   

 

These will be due for in-class discussion on Monday of the 2
nd

 week of school. 

 



 

 


